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CAST OF CHARACTERS
DINAH, a suburban wife in her early thirties ... .. Mezzo-Soprano
SAAM, her husband, sameage ......ccvviiniennas Bass-Baritone

THE TRIO, a Greck Chorus born of the
radI0 COMMETTIAL « v v cvimns os v siwwm wmms oo Soprano or Mezzo-
Soprano
High Tenor
High Baritone

Time: Now

Place: Any American city, and its suburbs

Duration of performance: approximately 40 minutes



NOTES ON PRODUCTION

Simplicity of execution should be the keynote throughout. Much depends
upon precise and imaginative lighting. The piece should move swiltly, avoiding
any pause for set-changes.

THE SETS. The composer has conceived of the sets as cartoon-like sketches
— bold, suggestive, and charming. They should all be black and white, almost
like a child’s version of each scenc. Two drops are required: the first (in one) a
white drop with a child’s sketch of a dream-house in black. The second drop (in
two) represents a city strect in the rain. The merest indication of skyscrapers, a
traffic light, ctc., will suffice.

The sets for Scenes 2 and 3 are prepared simultancously during the closing
music of Scene 1, while the drop is down. Scenes 5 and 6 (on stage together)
are set up while Scene 4 is in progress before the street-drop. (This drop may be
lowered for a moment between Scenes 5 and 6.)

It is preferable to have, instead of heavy flats, a system of light, simple
screens which can be moved about quickly.

DRESS, Clothes, rather than costumes, are indicated. The TRIO should
wear evening-clothes, the boys having light blue dinner jackets with bouton:
nieres, and the girl a décolleté dinner-dress, preferably white.

The only note of coler in the visual production is furnished by the clothes
of the couple. DINAH wears a town suit throughout, except in Scene 1, when
she has on a morning-coat, or negligee. SAM wears a conservative business suit.

DELIVERY. The TRIO sings generally in a whispering, breathy pianissimo,
which comes over the amplifying system as crooning. All gesturing and/or
“routining” is to be avoided; the TRIO is refined and sophisticated in the high-
priced dance-band tradition. Their only movement is a constant rhythmic
activating in place. They must be as conventionally handsome as possible, and
must never stop smiling,

DINAH and SAM should also avoid stock gestures, especially of the operatic
variety. The acting should come from within, through the music.

Far all five characters the chief consideration is diction. Every word and
idea must be projected clearly, especially since there is no “plot" in the ordinary
sense, and very little “action.” If the words are not heard, there is no opera.

THE ORCHESTRA. Being cn’mpriscd mainly of winds, the orchestra
should be held down carefully. [t'is almost always an accompaniment. The
string quartet may be enlarged discreetly if desired, or amplified electrically if
necessary, In case of enlargement, two string basses are maximum.

L. B.
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{Sfraug ight on Ham'

Scene II
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Dinah: (spoken dully, tone-
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